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Our Mission Statement 

We, the parish family of St. Ephrem, baptized into the life of Jesus Christ and nourished by the Word and the Eucharist, strive to be a 
welcoming and responsive  Roman Catholic faith community.  Together we are committed to put our faith into action by: 

Responding to the spiritual and physical needs of the community through service and charity. 
Reaching out to those who are searching for a faith community, including the young and those seeking to  

re-kindle their relationship with God. Reaching out to all without distinction. Passing on our faith and traditions through teaching by 
word and example. Connecting to where people are on their faith journey. Actively participating in the worship, sacrament  

and devotional life of the church. 

Schedule of Masses 
Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM 
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12 Noon, & 5:00 PM 
Weekdays 7:00 AM & 8:45 AM  
 

Rectory Office Hours 
MondayðFriday:  9:00 AMð12 Noon 
   1:00 PMð8:00 PM 
Saturday   9:00 AMï 5:00 PM 
Sunday    No Office Hours  
 

Parish Registration 
All are welcomed and invited to register at the Parish Office and 
participate in our parish.  
 
 

Devotions 
Miraculous Medal Novena, Mondays following the 8:45 AM Mass 
Recitation of the Rosary at 8:15 AM before weekly morning Mass. 
Divine Mercy Chaplet every Friday at 3:00 PM  
First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament following  
    the 8:45 AM Mass and Benediction at 12:30 PM. 

 

Baptism 
Parents should call the rectory to make an appointment.   
Please note that there are no baptisms during the season of 
Lent. 
 

Marriage 
The Sacrament of Marriage requires a time of serious spiritual 
preparation.  Couples should make arrangements for their 
marriage at least six months before the date of the wedding by 
making an appointment with a priest or deacon.  Please log on 
to www.pre-cana.org for complete information about 
marriage preparation in the Diocese. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
Saturday 3:30 ï4:30 PM.  
By appointment for all other times. 
 

Anointing of the Sick/Communion  
To make arrangements for communion to be brought to any 
parishioner who is seriously ill or confined to the house, or if 
they wish to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick.  To see a particular Staff Member,  please call for an 
appointment. 



2 

 

 Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

July 23, 2017 
 

ñLet them grow together 
until harvest.ò 

 

This gospel today speaks of the 
ñkingdom of heaven,ò of Godôs 
kingdom.  This divine kingdomôs 
geographic boundaries are all that 
is Godôs will rules this kingdom 
and the kingdom is visible  
whenever Godôs will is being done.  

The firstborn of this kingdom is the divine Son, but we 
are all heirs of this kingdom through our baptism. 
 

ñThe kingdom of heaven is likeéò  Whatever parable 
Jesus uses to teach about the kingdom of heaven, always 
at issue is growth, abundance, increase.  While ñthe  
enemyò may try to spoil the kingdom, in the end God 
will prevail and ñthe righteous will shine like the sun.ò  
So, ñthe kingdom of heaven is likeò those of us who hear 
and live the Good New Jesus teaches.  We ourselves are 
ñthe kingdom of heavenò when we live according to 
Godôs ways, accepting the gracious will of God as the 
rule of our lives.   We ourselves become the  
generousness of Godôs kingdom, making visible the  
divine Presence and will to all those we touch with our 
own presence.   
 

We are faithful to being the ñkingdom of heavenò when 
we live Godôs ways through acts of forgiveness, the 
healing of suffering, humble service, courage in  
overcoming injustice, and loving our enemies.  In us, 
ñwhat has lain hidden from the foundation of the worldò 
becomes visible.  What has lain hidden is no less than 
Godôs plan of salvation for the world. 
 

As you may noticed that ñThe Resurrectionò window has 
been restored.  The old discolored plexi glass (external 
protective glass) was removed and replaced with UV 
protected Lexcan (external protective glass).  The entire 
wood frame was scraped, painted and caulked.  In  
addition the new Lexcan protective glass has been  
extended to the brick and now it is maintenance free.  
Once again in order to prepare for our Centennial  
Celebration, we are now moving forward to restore all 
the windows on the Bay Ridge Parkway side of the 
church.      
 

Today I begin my week at St. Josephôs Villa, Hampton 
Bays, with the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, New 
York.  I will have an opportunity to share my priestly 
ministry with the Sisters and take some time for  
reflection and relaxation.  Please be assured of my  
prayers for you. 
 

In the Good Shepherd, 
 

Fr. Robert  

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 6, 2017                    251 Envelopes           $ 8,642.00 
We Share (Online Giving)        41 Families               $225.00 
 

 
Mass Attendance 620 

 
 

Thank you for your generosity to St. Ephrem Parish! 

Generations of Faith Campaign Update at 
St. Ephrem  R.C. Church 

Campaign Goal $980,000 

Total Pledged $1,085,894 

Total Payments to Date by 
Parishioners 

$667,787.42 

Total # Donors 196 

Total Funds To Be Returned 
to Parish to Date 

$278,174 

Generations of Faith continues across the Diocese! 

On behalf of the parish, and all of the volunteers 
who helped with Generations of Faith thank you 
for your prayers and support of this historic effort!  

 

While we have completed our campaign, many 
parishioners are choosing to make their pledge 
payments to Generations of Faith automatically 

through online giving! 
 

Enroll in online giving today! 
 

F  T  E  S :  
1. V : . . / 
2.  E       
3.  C    ,  

   
4.  W ! Y      , 

    ! 
 
W   I       

   I    ?  
To provide this service, we have partnered with Faith Direct, a 
leading online provider for the Church. Should you need help 
enrolling or if you do not have an email address, please contact 
them at (866) 507-8757. 

 
If you have further questions, call Catholic 
Foundation at (718) 965-7375, ext. 2210 and they will 
assist you further.  

http://www.cfbq.org/pledge
tel:(866)%20507-8757


3 

 

 

                        Saturday, July 22nd 
8:45 AM Gisele Antonelli 
 
5:00 PM  Pehalawan & Teresa Chanan 
  Jean Kryger 
     

Sunday, July 23rd 
8:00 AM   Peter Murray 
10:00 AM  Mary Lou Doolan 
12 Noon  For the Intentions of Harry Genzale 
5:00 PM  For the People of St. Ephrem 
 

                        Monday, July 24th 
7:00 AM  Sarah Tarentino 
8:45 AM Frank E. Iannizzi 
 

                        Tuesday, July 25th 
7:00 AM Walter Hickey 
8:45 AM Laura Feeney 
 

                        Wednesday, July 26th 
7:00 AM  For the People of St. Ephrem 
8:45 AM  Elisa & Anna Monaco 
 

                        Thursday, July 27th 
7:00 AM For the People of St. Ephrem 
8:45 PM  Teresa Chanan 
 

                        Friday, July 28th 
7:00 AM For the People of St. Ephrem 
8:45 AM Joseph Colandrea 
 

                        Saturday, July 29th 
8:45 AM For the People of St. Ephrem 
 
5:00 PM  Francesco Giangregorio 
  Susan Ronan 
     

Sunday, July 30th 
8:00 AM   Anthony Castaldo 
10:00 AM  For the Intentions of Marie Grossman 
                               and Lisa Imperatrice 
12 Noon  Antonietta G. Voci 
5:00 PM  For the People of St. Ephrem 

 

For the recovery of:  
 

Christina Flood,  
Miriam Ligammari, 
Julia Bruzzese 

The Bread & Wine 
 

In Loving Memory of  
Susan Ronan 

Requested by The Spadaro Family 

 

Spiritual Direction 
Sister Ann Martha 
(718) 921-9518 

 

Bereavement Support Group 
 

St. Patrick Parish Sister Jeanne Elaine at 718-238-2600x178  
Our Lady of Angels Parish Judy Chiarchiaro at 718-748-1164 
St. Ephrem Parish Sister Ann Martha at 718-921-9518  

 

Book Discussion Group 
Suggested books for Summer Reading 

 

ñA Man Called Oveò by Fredrick Backman 
ñTwo by Twoò by Nicholas Sparks 

 
 

     All are welcome! 

Center Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please consider making a donation to our 2017 Annual 
Catholic appeal:  

Live in Faith and Give in Love. 
 
 

Our Parish Goal: $104,459.00 
All monies collected over goal  
is returned to St. Ephrem Parish  

 

213 Donors 
Amount Pledged: $85,947.00 
Paid to Date: $72,563.00 
Reached 82.28% of Goal  

 

Thank You for your continued generosity  
we are now over 82% of goal!!!!   

Just a few more and we will achieve our goal! 

Summer Super  50/50 Raffle  
 

Once again we have our  Annual Summer 50/50 Raffles available in church. 
 

Collected to date: $1,235.00 
Winner receives half of all monies collected. 

 
Be part of the excitement!  Last year our winner took home $2,010.00 



4 

 

 

 
Our religious education program 
offers classes for children who do 
not attend a Catholic School, for 
grades 1ð7.  These classes are 
held on Wednesday afternoons 
from 3:30 PM to 4:45 PM.   

 
 

For information please contact the office at 
718-745-7486 

stephremreligioused@gmail.com. 

FAITH FORMATION & YOUTH MINISTRY  PARISH NEWS 

The R.C.I.A. is designed for 
adults who have never been 
baptized, perhaps been baptized 
in another faith, or baptized 
Catholic but never received 
Eucharist and Confirmation.   
This is an opportunity to 

explore life in the Catholic Community have a 
companion on your faith journey, and prepare for the 
Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, and/or Eucharist, 
and Confirmation).  What can you do to help someone 
who seeks to be a part of the Catholic Church?  
Accompany them to Mass; encourage them on the 
journey; introduce them to other parishioners.  If you 
or someone you know is interested in learning more 
about the RCIA program call Eileen Maguire, 
Director of Religious Education/Faith Formation at 
718-745-7486 

Are you interested in passing on 
our faith to the next generation?  
Children in grades 1 through 7 
meet each Wednesday afternoon 
from 3:30 PM to 4:45 PM to be 
informed about the beliefs and 
traditions of our Catholic faith, to 
share faith experiences and to be 
transformed by the love of God. 
 

Parents are the first educators in the ways of faith; 
catechists assist and support what families are already 
doing.  If you think you might want to be a catechist, 
please contact Eileen Maguire at the Office of Faith 
Formation (718)745-7486 or 
stephremreligioused@gmail.com  Classes for 
prospective catechists will be available to 
accommodate your schedule.   

Church Windows 
 

In anticipation of our 
Centennial Celebration  

2021 
& 

the painting of  
our Church 

 

DôAmbrosio 
Ecclesiastical Art Studios, 
Inc. is continuing the 
exterior work on our 
beautiful windows, with 
the removal of the Plexi-
Glass and replace it with 
Lexan UV Protection.  At 
this point we will only be 
working on the windows 
of the Bay Ridge 
Parkway side . 

If you are a volunteer in any of our Liturgical 
Ministries (Lector, Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion, Altar Server, Childrenôs 
Liturgy of the Word, and Usher) here at  
St. Ephrem, please be advised that you should 
have received an introductory email on behalf of 
our Pastor, Fr. Robert.  This email address:   
St. Ephrem Music/Tom Marchesiello has been 
sent to introduce you to our new Ministry 
Scheduling Program and all of its wonderful 
possibilities.  We ask that you open the email 
and follow the easy instructions so that you will 
be connected and able to receive your personal 
ministry schedule by email.  If you have not 
received this email , please check your spam 
folder first, and if still no email just let us know 
by calling the rectory.  Thank You!  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9mtynutHTAhXBSiYKHcJcBTYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.blessedsacramentnj.org%2Frcia-rite-of-christian-initiation-for-adults%2F&psig=AFQjCNHJkdxrv6WEzYfVS5WbsJegFWl
mailto:stephremreligioused@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi4vavCu__UAhUFOj4KHX_AAcIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.resurrectionwg.com%2Fministry-schedules%2F&psig=AFQjCNH7ZWX-SIFxo6aN50SJzzptW8Jaiw&ust=1499801854479878
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ST. EPHREM SCHOOL NEWS 

 

"Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are 

old they will not turn from it." 

Proverbs 22:6 

Summer 2017 

Dear Parishioner Families, 

Our communities and world need leaders with a foundation in their faith and strong moral values. 

That's the aim of Catholic education at St. Ephrem Catholic School. 

In a nurturing learning environment, based in Christ's teachings, students find a challenging academic 

program and an enriching student experience. We invite all parish families to get to know more about our 

school, our programs, and our dynamic community. 

At St. Ephrem Catholic School each child grows in meaningful ways, learning that they are part of 

something much greater than themselves and feeling empowered to reach for their highest 

potential. When our students go on to high school, they not only succeed academically, they also 

are viewed as compassionate, intellectually strong, faith-filled leaders. 

We recognize that the cost of choosing a Catholic education for your children may be a barrier to realizing all 

the benefits. Our parish is committed to working with all interested families to make tuition at St. Ephrem 

Catholic School financially possible. Each year, we assist many of our parish families with need based 

scholarship support. Father Adamo can be reached at 718.833.1010 to discuss the scholarship process. 

Expand your experience with St. Ephrem Catholic School by taking a tour and learning what we offer. 

Meet the dedicated faculty and familiarize yourself with the challenging academic programs and the 

learning experiences for the whole child. 

To arrange a personal tour of the School, please contact Principal Craig Mercado at 718.833.1440. We look 

forward to welcoming you to our campus and getting to know your family better. In the meantime, please 

learn more about the St. Ephrem Catholic School experience at www.stephremschool.org. 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Robert B. Adamo Principal Craig Mercado 

924 74th Street  Brooklyn, NY 11228 stephremschool.org  

http://www.stephremschool.org
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Are you homebound?   
Are you or someone you know sick? 

Are you or someone you know going into the hospital or  
a nursing home or rehabilitation? 

 

Please let us know! 
 

Would you like us to send a card, visit, bring  
Holy Communion, or be in contact for any needðsuch as  

a walker, cane, homemaker or housekeeper. 
 

Please contact: Tom Sbordone  
Christian Awareness Program (CAP) Office 

(718) 833ð1143 
 

We will be happy to assist you! 
 

òI was sick & you visited me..ó 
Matthew 25:36 

We are happy to 
announce that  

The  
Sacrament  

of  
Confirmation  

will be 
conferred  on  

 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 at 4:00 PM 

 
Bishop Raymond Chapppetto, V.G., 

Auxiliary Bishop of Brooklyn  
Celebrant  

 

PARISH , COMMUNITY EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, August 3, 7PM 
 
Diocese of Brooklyn Night 

 
Auxiliary Bishop  
Raymond Chappetto  
throws out first pitch. 

 
Catholic Valedictorians Honored before the Game 

 
Tri-City Valleycats at  
Brooklyn Cyclones 

 
Jose Reyes sliding bobblehead given to the first 5,000 fans 

 

Use code: BKDIOCESE at 
BROOKLYNCYCLONES.COM/OFFER 
Or for more information call 718-37-BKLYN 

GOD DAY PILGRIMAGE 
Sunday, August 6, 2017 

 
 
 
 

The National Blue Army 
Shrine of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.bluearmy.com  

 
 

For information please call 
 

Pat Gavaghen 718-492-5293 
Patricia Sanchez 347-528-4197 

Fr. Victor Ashiagbor  
 

will be joining us 
beginning August 1st  and 
sharing his priestly 
ministry here at  

St. Ephrem until he returns 
back to his home Diocese of Keta Akatsi in 

Ghana, West Africa.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifkPmZ7-XSAhWC14MKHS1cDxcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fres-dbq.org%2Fpastoral-care%2F&bvm=bv.150120842,bs.2,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNFhHPyevS0Hv898gpkREYEDdVxbiw&ust=1490126258
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3_sbUwbvUAhWFgj4KHSxuAeMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdioceseofbrooklyn.org%2Fraymond-chappetto%2F&psig=AFQjCNE6zL3MPIM1DPkL-zlrfU_2gWUx_Q&ust=1497467036526425
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlwpDw0JDVAhXEOD4KHfkNBeMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwafusa.org%2Fthe-shrine%2Fabout%2F&psig=AFQjCNHb8NYjG5uFcqeLnGAEgk5Nn_NZ6g&ust=1500391604850580
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjvvpuG1JDVAhWEej4KHUTKCnIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jeffreythompson.org%2Fcourseblog%2Ftag%2Fwelcome-back%2F&psig=AFQjCNFCp_zWi1Bs0Sd92fS3yTXcxy3aBA&ust=15003925

